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BOOK THREE

The Book of the Divine Mother

Canto One

The Pursuit of the Unknowable

Summary:  

In this canto the king surpasses the state of cosmic consciousness to arrive 

at the Transcendent.  The canto is titled as the Pursuit of the Unknowable. 

The act of pursuing something, chasing after it, is very much in the nature of 

ignorance or its instruments.  The Lord makes a point using this word 

“pursuit” as the pursuit of the Mind to grasp/conquer this state is futile.  Mind 

must abdicate…in the Words of the Lord below the limits of the mind and the 

need to transcend it are highlighted

A trivial achievement scorned by Time

Nothing remained the cosmic Mind conceives
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And human mind must abdicate in Light

Or die like a moth in the naked blaze of Truth

So while the Transcendent is unknowable by the Mind, it can be known by 

consciousness through identity.  The Lord below differentiates between an 

effort of thought which is an instrument of ignorance and an effort of 

consciousness.  As the Lord says

“When we speak of It as unknowable, we mean, really, that It escapes the 

grasp of our thought and speech, instruments which proceed always by the 

sense of difference and express by the way of definition; but if not 

knowable by thought, It is attainable by a supreme effort of  

consciousness. There is even a kind of Knowledge which is one with 

Identity and by which, in a sense, It can be known. TLD p15”

“The Unknowable —not absolutely unknowable, but beyond mental  

knowledge —can only be a higher degree in the intensity of being of  

that Something, a degree beyond the loftiest summit attainable by mental 

beings, and, if it were known as it must be known to itself, that discovery 

would not destroy entirely what is given us by our supreme possible 

knowledge but rather carry it to a higher fulfilment and larger truth of what it 

has already gained by self-vision and self-experience. It is then this 

Something, an Absolute which can be so known that all truths can 

stand in it and by it and find there their reconciliation, that we must 
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discover as our starting-point and keep as our constant base of thinking and 

seeing and by it find a solution of the problem; for it is That alone that can 

carry in it a key to the paradoxes of the universe. TLD p590”

The initial impression of reaching this stage is one of aloofness, of having no 

relationship to the cosmos or the individual…but as the Lord intimates this is 

the case only due to some exclusive concentration of the consciousness.  In 

reality the Transcendent supports within it all Truths and harmonises them. 

This is further supported by extracts from the synthesis of Yoga and the Life 

Divine that shows the integral view of the 3 aspects of the divine as 

individual, cosmic and transcendent.  Many seekers would stop their journey 

at this point and not move to realise the dynamic aspect of Brahman (Chit). 

But for an integral yogi for whom the transformation of earth in the image of 

heaven is a requisite – it is possible to stop here for the descent of the Chit 

force of Sacchidananda is required (and the realisation of Sat alone will not 

do), this next step is achieved in the next canto (the adoration of the Divine 

Mother).

As the Lord states: 

“The real Monism, the true Adwaita, is that which admits all things as the 

one Brahman and does not seek to bisect Its existence into two incompatible 

entities, an eternal Truth and an eternal Falsehood, Brahman and not-

Brahman, Self and not-Self, a real Self and an unreal, yet perpetual Maya. If 
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it be true that the Self alone exists, it must be also true that all is the Self. 

And if this Self, God or Brahman is no helpless state, no bounded power, no 

limited personality, but the self-conscient All, there must be some good and 

inherent reason in it for the manifestation, to discover which we must 

proceed on the hypothesis of some potency, some wisdom, some truth of 

being in all that is manifested.” P35 TLD

Some extracts from The Synthesis of Yoga and The Life Divine on the 

“unknowable/ Transcendent” that sheds more light on this canto.

“A trinity of transcendent existence, self-awareness and self-delight is, 

indeed, the metaphysical description of the supreme Atman, the self-

formulation, to our awakened knowledge, of the Unknowable whether 

conceived as a pure Impersonality or as a cosmic Personality manifesting the 

universe.” Pg 17 TSY

“There is another basic realisation, the most extreme of all, that yet comes 

sometimes as the first decisive opening or an early turn of the Yoga. It is the 

awakening to an ineffable high transcendent Unknowable above myself 

and above this world…..To remain in this consciousness, to carry out this 

initiation or follow out this first suggestion of the character of things would 

be to proceed towards the goal of dissolution of self and world in the 

Unknowable,—Moksha, Nirvana.” Pg 117 TSY 
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“At the end there shines through it all the supreme integral Reality, 

unknowable To Mind which is part of the Ignorance, but knowable because 

self-aware in the light of a spiritual consciousness and a supramental 

knowledge.” p130 TSY

“Not realising the Lord and the All only to reject them for silent Self or 

unknowable Absolute as would an exclusively transcendental, nor living for 

the Lord alone or in the All alone as would an exclusively theistic or an 

exclusively pantheistic Yoga, the seeker of integral knowledge will limit 

himself neither in his thought nor in his practice nor in his realisation by any 

religious creed or philosophical dogma.” p341 TSY

“Or it sees it as a supreme Reality of which its own imperfect being is a 

reflection or from which it has become detached, and then it calls it Self or 

Brahman and qualifies it variously, always according to its own conception or 

realisation,—Existence, Non-Existence, Tao, Nihil, Force, Unknowable.” 

p394 TSY

“The Unknown is not the Unknowable;4 it need not remain the unknown for 

us, unless we choose ignorance or persist in our first limitations.” TLD  p15

“Thus, after reconciling Spirit and Matter in the cosmic 

consciousness, we perceive the reconciliation, in the transcendental 

consciousness, of the final assertion of all and its negation. We discover 

that all affirmations are assertions of status or activity in the 
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Unknowable; all the corresponding negations are assertions of Its freedom 

both from and in that status or activity. The Unknowable is Something to us 

supreme, wonderful and ineffable which continually formulates Itself to our 

consciousness and continually escapes from the formulation It has made. 

This it does not as some malicious spirit or freakish magician leading us from 

falsehood to greater falsehood and so to a final negation of all things, but as 

even here the Wise beyond our wisdom guiding us from reality to ever 

profounder and vaster reality until we find the profoundest and vastest of 

which we are capable. An omnipresent reality is the Brahman, not an 

omnipresent cause of persistent illusions.” P35 TLD

“The universe and the individual are the two essential appearances 

into which the Unknowable descends and through which it has to be 

approached; for other intermediate collectivities are born only of their 

interaction. This descent of the supreme Reality is in its nature a self-

concealing; and in the descent there are successive levels, in the concealing 

successive veils.” P49 TLD

Mother Maa Krishna’s comments - 

This  chapter  is  related  with  the  ascent  of  the  Being,  which  is  also  ascent  of  the 

Consciousness;  for  Being is  the  static  aspect  of  Consciousness,  and realisation of 

Being  in  different  states  of  Consciousness  are  also  condition  of  Dynamising  the 

Divine Shakti, which is the outcome of the Canto-II. The static state of the Absolute is 

described  in  the  Vedanta  as  the  experience  of  the  “One  without  the  second,” 
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ekamebadwitiyam.  This  experience of the Being is also followed by experience of 

Ananda, Peace and ecstasy. Return of Bliss and veiling of bliss is due to rise and fall 

of true Consciousness, which was natural during this journey. To live in the supreme 

state of Consciousness constantly is another phase of Sadhana of which the present 

experience is a passage. This undulation of two states was observed in the Mother’s 

cellular  transformation  experience.  In  one  state,  which  is  described  as  Divine 

‘mightiness,’  this  Unknowable  state  was  not  possible  to  catch  by  our  existing  

instruments. So the Unknowable can be hold and can be stabilized and can be  

wholly known by developing the supreme State of Consciousness other than our  

existing instruments.  

            What is true in one state of Consciousness is to be left behind in still higher 

state of Consciousness. What is helpful in one state of Consciousness is harmful in 

higher state of  Consciousness.  So here  that  Absolute  state  was described as ‘bare 

Reality’, and in That state the human mind ‘must abdicate in Light’ or ‘die like a 

moth in the naked blaze of Truth.’ That absolute and impersonal state has no name 

and this adventure is abandoned by those who lead an extrovert life.  The experience 

is  described of  the ‘mighty origin’  the  experience of  the  Supracosmic Source,  for 

whom realization of cosmic self,  Vasudeva Sarvamiti,  which holds this creation is 

insufficient.  In this Supracosmic state the separate self does not exist, it must melt  

or be reborn into to the Truth not perceptible by mind. This experience gives us the 

feeling of ‘blissful Nothingness,’ the Void, the Nihil. But it is described that this far 

seen Godhead’s feet is firm on the Life’s stupendous wings. About this Unknowable, 

That, no immediate instruments of thought, nor sight could tell. This is the experience 
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of the Shankara’s  Brahma Satya Jagat Mithya, the Adwaita experience of the One, 

which cannot be bisected into two. ‘The One by whom all live, who lives by none,’ 

and this experience is Infinite, Eternal, Unthinkable and Alone.

            One must go through this experience of this static state of Brahman, before 

it is dynamised as Ishwari, the Divine Mother. Prolongation of this static state leads 

towards  the  experience  of  the  Dynamic  Brahman  or  the  state  of  the  Divine 

Mother………….    

ALL IS too little that the world can give: (It can give transient earthly 
enjoyments.)

Its power and knowledge are the gifts of Time (perishable)

And cannot fill the spirit’s sacred (limitless) thirst.

Although of One these forms of greatness are

And by its breath of grace our lives abide,

Although more near to us than nearness’ self, (The One whom we consider 
as the Creator, who lives in the farthest end of our existence, can also be 
realised as nearest to us.) 

It is some utter truth of what we are;

The extract below from The Synthesis of Yoga shows the link between the 3 

aspects of the Divine - transcendent, the cosmic and the immanent.  The 

King moves from a state where his consciousness now seems to focus more 
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exclusively on the transcendent aspect of Being, from the cosmic/universal 

consciousness before.

“THE MASTER and Mover of our works is the One, the

Universal and Supreme, the Eternal and Infinite. He is

the transcendent unknown or unknowable Absolute, the

unexpressed and unmanifested Ineffable above us; but he is also

the Self of all beings, the Master of all worlds, transcending

all worlds, the Light and the Guide, the All-Beautiful and All-

Blissful, the Beloved and the Lover. He is the Cosmic Spirit and

all-creating Energy around us; he is the Immanent within us.” pg243 

TSY

Hidden by its own works, it seemed far-off (the Lord is present as 

Purushottama in creation but hidden under various layers of disguises in 

ignorance),

Impenetrable, occult, voiceless, obscure.

The Presence was lost by which all things have charm,

The Glory lacked of which they are dim signs.

The world lived on made empty of its Cause,

Like love when the beloved’s face is gone.

The labour to know seemed a vain strife of Mind (mind is an instrument of 

ignorance); (Mind cannot trace the Unknowable beyond, which can be traced 

through the supreme MOVEMENT of Consciousness.)
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All knowledge ended in the Unknowable (but the unknowable is not truly 

unknowable, there is a superconscient consciousness that knows itself):

The effort to rule seemed a vain pride of Will (because the world as it 

currently is structured is an amalgam or interplay of various cosmic forces 

and man is like a little leaf on the waves of these mighty forces);

A trivial achievement scorned by Time (all great civilizations have eventually 

met their doom),

All power retired into the Omnipotent.

A cave of darkness guards the eternal Light (the Psychic being is hidden in 

the dark caverns of the (desire Soul) heart). (Or Subconscient Self and 

Inconscient Self are covered by the dark and obscure Subconscient Sheath 

and Inconscient Sheath.) 

A silence settled on his striving heart (this is perhaps the descent of silence 

from above);

Absolved from the voices of the world’s desire,

He turned to the Ineffable’s timeless call.

The  true  Call  upon  us  is  the  Call  of  the  Soul,  Jivatma  to  unite  with  the  Divine, 
Paramatma; this often comes to an individual when his Soul is prepared for a Divine Life. His 
oneness  with  the  Divine  must  be  extended to  the  oneness  with  the  others  which  is  a  
fundamental oneness in Soul and Spirit and not an oneness with their mind, life, body and 
ego,  because  the  latter  oneness  can  be  arrived  at  a  matured  stage  of  sadhana  in  the 
universalised Consciousness in which he is unified more and more with other minds, other 
lives, other bodies than the organism we call ourselves, producing effects not only on our 
own moral and mental being and on the subjective being of others, and even on the physical 
world and its  events  by means nearer to the Divine contact  than those possible to our 
egoistic capacity. That is the reason why a preliminary spiritual Call of realising soul Oneness 
must be recognised and accepted as imperative and must take precedence over all other  
claims  and  demands  of  the  world  in  the  form  of  call  of  the  Nation,  Society,  religious 
activities, profession and family obligation, that belong to the domain of ignorance. Nothing 
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can substitute for spiritual Call or to rise out of world to transcendence that can realise the  
true and integral good and arrive at the root of action and essence of existence.

The  First  Divine  Call:  One  receives  the  Divine  Mother’s  Call  to  live  the  Divine  Life  by 
renunciation of world attraction and attachment to mutable personality. When the vital and 
physical  nature  stand  as  an  impediment  to  pure  spiritual  pursuit  then  out  of  that 
compulsion Asceticism and Illusionism are born. The highest achievement of this call is a 
pure and unmixed Absolute, the total Nirvana of mentality and mental ego, entire spiritual  
victory and surrender of lower nature. Thus a foundation of a pure spiritual consciousness is  
established which is the first object in the evolution of a spiritual man.

The Second Divine Call: Then out of them some can hold Her Divine Call to elevate the life 
of renunciation to the gradation of entire consecration of inner and outer life to the Divine. 
The four outer natures that need to be consecrated are, physical mind,  tamas, vital mind, 
prana, emotional mind,  chitta, and intellect,  buddhi and the inner nature of four-fold soul 
forces that need consecration are the soul of self-knowledge and truth, Brahmana, the soul 
of courage and strength, Kshetria, the soul of mutuality and harmony, Vaisya and the soul of 
works  and  perfection,  Shudra.  The  highest  achievement  of  this  Divine  call  is  the 
dynamisation  of  four  Divine Shakti  of Maheswari,  Mahakali  ,  Mahalakhmi  and 
Mahasaraswati in the individual life.  

The Third Divine Call:  Then few can climb to Her un-perishing Sun, the supramental Plane 
and channel to earth mind, earth life and earth matter the wizard Divine Ray.

The Fourth Divine Call: And still it is fewer who can dare to dynamise Her call and trace the 
path of Immortality uninterruptedly through Matter’s Night of abysmal hell.

The Fifth Divine Call:  Then it  is  the  fewest  who receive  the  call  to 

manifest the Avatara, to whom She reveals Herself in its entirety and who 

can hope to arrest the Wheels of earth’s Doom and universalise Her action 

of Divinising the clay.

A Being intimate and unnameable,

A wide compelling ecstasy and peace

Felt in himself and all and yet ungrasped,

Approached and faded from his soul’s pursuit

As if for ever luring him beyond.

Near, it retreated; far, it called him still.
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Nothing could satisfy but its delight:

Its absence (due to ego) left the greatest actions dull,

Its presence (by dissolution of ego) made the smallest seem divine.

When it was there, the heart’s abyss was filled;(The Divine  Presence can 

only fulfil our life.)

But when the uplifting Deity withdrew (it is the Divine as Purushottama in the 

heart that supports all),

Existence lost its aim in the Inane. (The Spirit’s withdrawal is the cause of 

the dissolution of existence.)

The order of the immemorial planes,

The godlike fullness of the instruments

Were turned to props for an impermanent scene.

But who that mightiness was he knew not yet. (Because that Supreme state 

of Consciousness was not stabilised.)

Impalpable, yet filling all that is,

It made and blotted out a million worlds

And took and lost a thousand shapes and names.

It wore the guise of an indiscernible Vast,

Or was a subtle kernel in the soul:(the true Psychic being is the kernel of the 

Psychic sheath, true physical being is the kernel of subtle physical being, true 

vital being is the kernel of subtle vital being, true mental being is the kernel 

of subtle mental being.)

A distant greatness left it huge and dim,

A mystic closeness shut it sweetly in:

It seemed sometimes a figment or a robe
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And seemed sometimes his own colossal shade.

A giant doubt overshadowed his advance.

Across a neutral all-supporting Void

Whose blankness nursed his lone immortal spirit, (In the inner and outer 

isolation the Immortal Spirit is nursed. Or when mind is silenced, in the 

vacuum state the Spirit is nourished. )

Allured towards some recondite Supreme,

Aided, coerced by enigmatic Powers,

Aspiring and half-sinking and upborne,

These extracts from The Synthesis of Yoga relates to the verses below…of 

the King’s ascent to the transcendental consciousness

“A spiritual knowledge can therefore surpass or even eliminate these 

two powers of the Spirit and arrive at the conception of something 

utterly Transcendent, something that is unnameable and 

mentally unknowable, a sheer Absolute…..Although unknowable to 

the mind, yet through our individual being and through the names 

and forms of the universe we can approach the realisation of the 

supreme Self that is Brahman, and by the realisation of the self we 

come to a certain realisation also of this utter Absolute of which our

true self is the essential form in our consciousness (svaru¯pa).” 

p297 TSY
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Invincibly he ascended without pause.(to the transcendent (Impersonal) 

consciousness)

Always a signless vague Immensity

Brooded, without approach, beyond response,

Condemning finite things to nothingness, (Brahma Satya and Jagat mithya.)

Fronting him with the incommensurable.

Then to the ascent there came a mighty term.

A height was reached where nothing made could live,

A line where every hope and search must cease (A void Supreme)

Neared some intolerant bare Reality,

A zero formed pregnant with boundless change.(In that void the Omnipotent 

power is activated.)

On a dizzy verge where all disguises fail (No pretension can survive.)

And human mind must abdicate in Light

Or die like a moth in the naked blaze of Truth,

He stood compelled to a tremendous choice.

All he had been and all towards which he grew

Must now be left behind or else transform

Into a self of That which has no name. (Either one must reject inferior 

consciousness or transform it to higher consciousness or either one must 

reject the past or carry past into future possibility. All objects must be 

transformed into the image of the Self.)

Alone and fronting an intangible Force
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Which offered nothing to the grasp of Thought, (Mind cannot trace the 

highest ranges of Consciousness.)

His spirit faced the adventure of the Inane. (For the Spirit the Unknowable is 

an adventure.)

Abandoned by the worlds of Form he strove. (He entered the impersonal 

state of Consciousness.)

A fruitful world-wide Ignorance foundered here;

Thought’s long far-circling journey touched its close (mental consciousness 

part of ignorance (and division) could not flourish here)

And ineffective paused the actor Will.

The symbol modes of being helped no more,

The structures Nescience builds collapsing failed,

The following verse from  The Synthesis of Yoga describes the need for the 

individual to give up all preceding states of consciousness 

“….but our knowledge is not integral if we do not make this self in the 

individual one with the cosmic spirit and find their greater reality above 

in an inexpressible but not unknowable Transcendence. The Jiva, 

possessed of himself, must give himself up into the being of the 

Divine. The self of the man must be made one with the Self of all; the 

self of the finite individual must pour itself into the boundless finite and 

that cosmic spirit too must be exceeded in the transcendent 

Infinite.” TSY pg 362
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And even the spirit that holds the universe  (Cosmic Consciousness holds the 

Universe whose luminousness is insufficient before Supra-Cosmic 

consciousness.)  

Fainted in luminous insufficiency.(the cosmic consciousness itself which is 

viewed as considerable by the mental consciousness is surpassed and 

subsumed here)

In an abysmal lapse of all things built

Transcending every perishable support (A journey towards imperishable 

Source.)

And joining at last its mighty origin,

The separate self must melt or be reborn (With the realisation of Supra 

cosmic Source, the individual separative Soul dissolves in the Absolute.)

Into a Truth beyond the mind’s appeal.

All glory of outline, sweetness of harmony,

Rejected like a grace of trivial notes,

Expunged from Being’s silence nude, austere,

Died into a fine and blissful Nothingness.

The Demiurges lost their names and forms,

The great schemed worlds that they had planned and wrought

Passed, taken and abolished one by one.

The universe removed its coloured veil,

And at the unimaginable end

Of the huge riddle of created things
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The following extract from The Synthesis of Yoga describes the 

experiences of the King…the initial experience of Brahman (as pure Being) 

separated from all that He creates…gives the impression of Nihil as the 

highest Truth, but as the Lord says below “His feet firm-based on Life’s 

stupendous wings”…so in reality this view of Nihil as the highest and most 

integral state is flawed.

“…It is when we would fix upon this exclusively and forget all that it 

has withdrawn into itself that we speak of pure impersonality or the 

void Nihil as the highest truth. But a more integral vision shows us 

that it is the Person and the personality and all that it had manifested 

which has thus cast itself upward into its own unexpressed absolute. 

And if we carry up our heart as well as our reasoning mind to the 

Highest, we shall find that we can reach it through the absolute Person 

as well as through an absolute impersonality.” TSY

Appeared the far-seen Godhead of the whole,

His feet firm-based on Life’s stupendous wings,

Omnipotent, a lonely seer of Time,

Inward, inscrutable, with diamond gaze.

Attracted by the unfathomable regard
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The unsolved slow cycles to their fount returned (Beyond this experience of 

Unknowable Mokha, the fount or the source of existence is discovered.)

To rise again from that invisible sea (all creation emanates and then 

dissolves in the Transcendence and then are brought forth again).

All from his puissance born was now undone;

Nothing remained the cosmic Mind conceives.

Eternity prepared to fade and seemed

A hue and imposition on the Void,

Space was the fluttering of a dream that sank

Before its ending into Nothing’s deeps.

The spirit that dies not (in the case of an individual) and the Godhead’s self 

(in a cosmic sense)

Seemed myths projected from the Unknowable;

From It all sprang, in It is called to cease. (The Creation is created, 

preserved and destroyed by the Creator.)

But what That was, no thought nor sight could tell. (Thought and sight 

cannot catch the mystery of the Unknowable.)

Only a formless Form of self was left,(the spiritual Being.)

A tenuous ghost of something that had been,

The last experience of a lapsing wave

Before it sinks into a bourneless sea,—

As if it kept even on the brink of Nought

Its bare feeling of the ocean whence it came.

A Vastness brooded free from sense of Space,

An Everlastingness cut off from Time;
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A strange sublime inalterable Peace

Silent rejected from it world and soul.

A stark companionless Reality

Answered at last to his soul’s passionate search (to be contrasted with his 

mind/thoughts efforts…as the Lord as said earlier the ultimate reality can be 

known by an effort of consciousness not thought):

“The intellect tells us simply that there is a Brahman higher than the 

highest,2 an Unknowable that knows itself in other fashion than that 

of our knowledge; but the intellect cannot bring us into its presence. 

The divine soul living in the Truth of things would, on the contrary, 

always have the conscious sense of itself as a manifestation of the 

Absolute.” TLD p163

“Therefore we say that the pure existence is an Absolute and in itself 

unknowable by our thought although we can go back to it in a 

supreme identity that transcends the terms of knowledge. P83 TLD”

Passionless, wordless, absorbed in its fathomless hush,

Keeping the mystery none would ever pierce,

It brooded inscrutable and intangible

Facing him with its dumb tremendous calm.
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It had no kinship with the universe (Mother is this because it based on an 

exclusive concentration of our consciousness?): (No attachment for the 

universe.)

There was no act, no movement in its Vast:

Life’s question met by its silence died on her lips,

The world’s effort ceased convicted of ignorance

Finding no sanction of supernal Light:

There was no mind there with its need to know,

There was no heart there with its need to love.

All person perished in its namelessness.

There was no second, it had no partner or peer;

Only itself was real to itself. (the spiritual Being.)

A pure existence safe from thought and mood,

A consciousness of unshared immortal bliss,

It dwelt aloof in its bare infinite,

One and unique, unutterably sole.

A Being formless, featureless and mute

That knew itself by its own timeless self,

Aware for ever in its motionless depths,

Uncreating, uncreated and unborn,

The One by whom all live, who lives by none,

These extracts from TLD add clarity to these verses described by the Lord 
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“The Unknowable knowing itself as Sachchidananda is the one supreme 

affirmation of Vedanta; it contains all the others or on it they 

depend. This is the one veritable experience that remains when all 

appearances have been accounted for negatively by the elimination of 

their shapes and coverings or positively by the reduction of their 

names and forms to the constant truth that they contain.” p48 TLD

“….this is the other side of the supramental regard on being and on 

things. The Absolute is not limitable or definable by any one 

determination or by any sum of determinations; on the other side, it is 

not bound down to an indeterminable vacancy of pure existence. On 

the contrary, it is the source of all determinations: its  

indeterminability is the natural, the necessary condition both of  

its infinity of being and its infinity of power of being; it can be 

infinitely all things because it is no thing in particular and exceeds any 

definable totality. It is this essential indeterminability of the Absolute 

that translates itself into our consciousness through the fundamental 

negating positives of our spiritual experience, the immobile 

immutable Self, the Nirguna Brahman, the Eternal without 

qualities, the pure featureless One Existence, the Impersonal,  

the Silence void of activities, the Nonbeing, the Ineffable and 

the Unknowable. On the other side it is the essence and source of all 

determinations, and this dynamic essentiality manifests to us through 

the fundamental affirming positives in which the Absolute equally 

meets us; for it is the Self that becomes all things, the Saguna 
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Brahman, the Eternal with infinite qualities, the One who is the Many, 

the infinite Person who is the source and foundation of all persons and 

personalities, the Lord of creation, the Word, the Master of all works 

and action; it is that which being known all is known: these 

affirmatives correspond to those negatives. For it is not possible in a 

supramental cognition to split asunder the two sides of the One 

Existence,—even to speak of them as sides is excessive, for they are in 

each other, their coexistence or one existence is eternal and their 

powers sustaining each other found the self-manifestation of the 

Infinite.” TLD p330

An immeasurable luminous secrecy

Guarded by the veils of the Unmanifest,

Above the changing cosmic interlude

Abode supreme, immutably the same,

A silent Cause occult, impenetrable,—

Infinite, eternal, unthinkable, alone.

Canto 1 and 2 can be viewed as twin cantos for an integral yogi or 2 sides of the 

same coin…the Lord further clarifies in his extracts in TLD below that Brahman in 

its static aspect or that one has to go beyond an exclusive concentration of one 

aspect of the Transcendent…
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“But if in our haste to arrive at a Unity that our mind can seize and 

hold, if in our insistence to confine the Infinite in our embrace we 

identify the Reality with any one definable state of being 

however pure and eternal, with any particular attribute however 

general and comprehensive, with any fixed formulation of 

consciousness however vast in its scope, with any energy or activity 

however boundless its application, and if we exclude all the rest,  

then our thoughts sin against Its unknowableness and arrive 

not at a true unity but at a division of the Indivisible.” P 39 TLD

“Only, the positive and synthetic teaching of the Upanishads beheld 

Sat and Asat not as opposites destructive of each other, but as the last 

antinomy through which we look up to the Unknowable. And in the 

transactions of our positive consciousness, even Unity has to make 

its account with Multiplicity; for the Many also are Brahman..” 

p39 TLD

“Pure Being is the affirmation by the Unknowable of Itself as 

the free base of all cosmic existence. We give the name of Non-

Being to a contrary affirmation of Its freedom from all cosmic 

existence,—freedom, that is to say, from all positive terms of actual 

existence which consciousness in the universe can formulate to itself, 

even from the most abstract, even from the most transcendent. It 

does not deny them as a real expression of Itself, but It denies Its 

limitation by all expression or any expression whatsoever. The Non-
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Being permits the Being, even as the Silence permits the 

Activity. By this simultaneous negation and affirmation, not  

mutually destructive, but complementary to each other like all  

contraries, the simultaneous awareness of conscious Self-being as a 

reality and the Unknowable beyond as the same Reality becomes 

realisable to the awakened human soul. Thus was it possible for the 

Buddha to attain the state of Nirvana and yet act puissantly in the 

world, impersonal in his inner consciousness, in his action the most 

powerful personality that we know of as having lived and produced 

results upon earth.” TLD P33

END OF CANTO ONE


